SLIP: Growth beyond the Legislature

Dawn Gibbons, 2009 Saskatchewan Legislative Intern
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Message from the Speaker

Having a group of senior uni-| was pleased to see that theof interns. Thus far | have

versity students and graduatesinterns enjoyed their educationbeen impressed with the lead-

take seven months from theipof our democracy. | under-ership and oversight provided

busy lives to work with Mem-stand that they were also able by Mr. Ken Pontikes for the

bers of the Legislative Assemio learn about their own interns and for his role in

bly (MLAs) is commendableunique interests within governmaintaining the success of the

Each year a new group of ment. To that end, | am sureverall program.

interns receives a first handthat it was a highlight for them

education on how our legisla-to travel, on their comparative | would also like to thank Ms.

tive democracy works. While -study tour of Legislative As-Monique Lovatt for the ad-

doing so, the interns provide asemblies, to Ottawa, Londonministration she provides to

fresh per spec tandvBerlint lowish theen alMhetAedpsogram here at the Legis-

view of their own roles withinbest in the months and yeardative Assembly of Saskatche-

the government process. Thahead as they either continuewan and for the guidance she

interns also add an eager with their education or enterprovides to the interns on a

dynamic to the work of MLAsthe workforce. daily basis.

Of all the agencies for which n the Leglslature_ and to their _ o

am responsible the Saskatchew. ork at the constituency levelSince stepping into the. rolg of

Legislative Internship Program ?g{/erall | am pIe~ased with the_Speaker of the Legislative Hon. Don Toth, Speaker

one of the most rewarding i"nt ernsd ser viAssembly of Saskatchewas, 4 egislative Assembly of
) bly. will have overseen two groups Saskatchewan

Many former interns haveAnother reason for this newsletoach them through the appli-
entered the workforce andter is to try to keep you con-cation process and if appro-
are employed in challengingnected to our program. We priate, offer to provide a
and interesting positions ihave found from our experi-reference letter for them.
government and other sector®nce in recruiting interns, most
Many others are pursuingapplicants find out about ourThe third reason for keeping
further degrees at universitieprogram through the classroorin touch with our interns is to
in and outside of Saskatchepresentations that the currenpursue financial and sponsor-
wan. Several have becomd nt er ns mak e aship Supmrk fart the Pegramn
parents and are experiencingUniversities. However, the nexll former interns know that
the joys and challenges oflargest source of our applica-the norcore portion of the
raising children. tions is attributed to the encourProgram (that is, everything
agement that applicants re-that occurs outside of the Leg-
Each year, through our SLIBeive from former interns. Islative Building, including the
alumni newsletter, we try tohope that each of you will keepcomparativestudy tour) is
reconnect with our former inus in mind when you identify anly possible through the sup-
terns. We are interested inuniversity student who, in yoysort of organizations and
what you are now doing. We mind, would be an excellenindividuals who believe in the
The Saskatchewan LegislativBave great hopes for our in-candidate for the Program.Program and what it is trying
Internship Program is now inits €r ns 6 future Enpraige thémm & visits outm atamplish.
eighth year. Since it began inway to keep track of your websne_ or to contact me for
2002, thirty-four university stu- Progress. further information. If necessary
dents have participated in this
Program.

(continued on next page)
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Message from the Director (continued)

One of the categories of sup-challenges and issues thegive to encouraging busi-the Program, the current in-
port involves program spon-face. For the 2009 internship,nesses, professional bodiegerns always value the insight,
sorships with major nationalwe are pleased to have pro- and other organizations to advice, and support they re-
and provincial organizations.gram-sponsorship arrange- support us. Again, pleaseceive from former interns. This
While these sponsorships inments with the five organiza-contact me with any suggesdis a very important way that
volve small financial contribu-tions. We plan to pursue ations or assistance you mighy ou can 0gi ve ba
tions from the organizations,few more next year. If any have to pursue such funding’rogram.

the primary focus is on allow-alumni work for or have con-opportunities

ing the interns to participate, tact with organizations who In closing, | send my best
at no cost to the Program, inmight be good candidates for Finally, the newsletter makeswvishes to all former interns. |
conventions or events or tesuch a sponsorship, pleassure that we can continue tdook forward to seeing you at
receive certain benefits thatd on 6t hesi t at econtaot yduend tarimvite kyouourevents.

are available to the sponsoto 8everal SLIP events which

members. They might alsAlso, we are always inter- we have each year for the Ken Pontikes, Director

provide opportunities for our ested in receiving cash dona-current interns. | hope that yousaskatchewan Legislative
interns to meet with the offi-tions. We welcome these fromwill attend these events as Internship Program

cers or directors of the organi-alumni, but also we appreci- your time permits. As you may

zation to learn more about the ate any help that alumni canrecall fromyourexperiencen

Al exi s Dahl s Outstanding Suppor

All former and current internsinterns, in particular, relied orsupported the Saskatchewarprovide administrative support
will know of the outstanding Alexis to process their travel Legislative Internship Programfor our Program. In July 2009,
support that the Saskatche-expense claims. Also, in orShe has promoted the Progranshe accepted the position of
wan Legislative Internshipd e r t o mi n i mitezstudertshakethe iUnitersity nfscademic Programs Coordina-
Program has received fromoutof-pocket costs, she arSaskatchewan and has alwaysor with the College of Arts
Alexis Dahl. As the administanged for travel advancesbeen available to provide and Science.

trative assistant in the Depart-and for the prepayment of helpful advice and support to

ment of Political Studies at thethe major costs (such as airlireur interns, as well as to theNe wish Alexis well in her new

University of Saskatchewanand accommodation ex-director. duties and thank her for her
Alexis managed most of thepenses), which meant that she outstanding contribution to the
funding which the Programoften served as the unofficialSadly for our Program, AlexisSaskatchewan Legislative In-
received in recent years fromot r av e | a g e n t has takem on a ndweole Btrtheternship Program.

sources other than the Legislagram. University of Saskatchewan and

tive Assembly of Saskatche- will no longer be available to

wan. Alexis has enthusiastically
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2009 Interns: Impressions

Michael social and political theory. Savly academic study has giverseen superficiallyd it is an
Radmacher how could the SLIP programme some important tools tdncomplete analysis. But with a

aid me in my academic develunderstand our social and potheorybased analysis, this
My goals are academic in na-opment? Iitical sur_roundingg. SLIP gobuilding and its activities can
ture; in September | began.l. _tinues this educauon by givindpe seen with a whole new criti-
attending the University of he SLIP program has provideghe the opportunity to use theseal light.

Victoria to receive my Masterd"® With a deeper understandiools on the ground within the
in political science. My aca!"9 of the current paradigMsnexus of power and privilege.
demic interests focus around &1d Systems in which our goywithout theory, the Legislature
cultural, ermnment and society operates. ang its authority can only be

Dawn Gibbons | was not disappointed. | hadl now have a greater appre- able learning experience. |
the opportunity to intern withciation for the work required believe that | now have a far

| applied to SLIP because iGlen Hart from southern Sasby MLAs at the constituencgreater understanding of how

was too good a prospect to letkatchewan and Buckleylevel and within the LegislatureMLAS work together to ensure

pass. A seven month hiat®elanger from northern Sast also have a much cleareSaskatchewan residents have

with a generous scholarship tikatchewan. It was an excellensense of how the governmerf€presentative government. |

study the Legislative AssembBducation in understandingand the opposition work withiram certain that this education

of Saskatchewan seemed @ublic policy from the perspecthe Legislature. and experience will be useful

good fit for a political studiestive of two such diverse re- in my future endeavors.

major and MBA candidate.  gions. The internship was a very valu-

Nicole Leach me to how little | actually knewt really motivated me to make
) ) | think that our orientation wasabout the inner workings of theure that | did not take this

Looking back at my experienceprobably the most prominent_egislative Assembly of Sasspportunity for granted and

W|th this mternshlp, itis ha(d tehemory that | have of the inkatchewan and provincial polidearned as much as | possibly

believe how quickly the timeternship. Besides being théics in Saskatchewan. could. | tried to remember this

passed. It seems like just yeghsolute best practice in being everyday and | could not wait

terday when we struggled torythlessly succinct, as | am nowhis subtle kick in the bottoto find out what | would going

get open those incrediblyaple to recite my academicwas exactly what | needed toto learn the next day.

heavy front doors of the Legisand employment history andreally appreciate what an

lative Building for our first day future aspirations in 45 secondspportunity this experience

of orientation. or less, the orientation exposeavas.

Andrew Restall Wilson, | saw and learnt firstissues and the overall role ofmost definitely enhanced my
hand about issues surroundingn MLA. | cannot stress hoeducation in Political Studies in

My experience with the Sasfural Saskatchewan. This is amuch this internship has imany different regards.

katchewan Legislative Internarea | had limited knowledge creased my understanding and

ship Program has been an inabout previously, due to myappreciation for the work Overall, this internship has

credible opportunity and one lurban upbringing. MLAs do. | feel competent ifbeen an integral part of my

wish more people could share. my understanding of how pubdevelopment as an academic,

My time spent with both myWith my second MLA, Sandrdic policy is formulated andperson, and citizen of Sas-

MLAs has been eye openingviorin, | have furthered myprocessed throughout our prokatchewan.

With my first MLA, Nadineunderstanding of environmentavincial Legislature. This has
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2009 MLA Mentors

We would like to thank our MLA Mentors for taking part in the 2009 program:

Buckley Belanger, Athabasca Warren Michelson, Moose Jaw North
Michael Chisholm, Cut knffertleford Sandra Morin, Regina Walsh Acres
Glen Hart, Last Mountaifrouchwood John Nilson, Regina Lakeview

Judy Junor, Saskatoon Eastview Nadine Wilson, Saskatchewan Rivers

Warren McCall, Regina ElphinstaDentre

2009 Interns with Alumni Justin Leifso (2006) and Kyle Toffan

Alumni News

MiChEl Carpentier ment projec'g for the C.ity ofAll of the aboye ex_perigncesMicheI also_ has found that his
Regina on crime prevention. have helped Michel in his preunderstanding of procedural
(2006) moved back to Saska- sent job as the Executive Assjsrocesses, obtained during
toon after SLIP, where héger this, Michel was contant to the President & CEO oSLIP, is relevant in his day to
worked for Professor DONyacteq by the Committeeghe Saskatchewan Liquor anday work. He is familiar with
Story of the Political Studieganch of the Legislative Assaming Authority.  MicheHouse procedures and the com-
department at the Universitysompy of Saskatchewato credits SLIP as a significamnittee process. Understanding
of Saskatchewan on a SUMMElo . with the Standing Comelement which contributed tboth areas has been helpful
research project. mittee on the Economy duringim obtaining his current posivhen SLGA staff is required to
. the Trade, Investment and Laion. His supervisor has stateabpear before a committee,
In the fall of 2006 _M'Chelcfour Mobility Agreement hear-that he hired Michel, in partrespond to Written Questions
moved back to Regina andngs  And finally Micheldue to the bipartisan approachor respond to questions raised
undertook a series of shoryqkeq as a finance officerMichel employed as an intermuring Question Period.
term contracts. He began dog,ring the summer of 2007 awith SLIP. Michel believes that
ing project work the Saskatchey cadet camp in Alberta. Af-it was also an asset to knowMichel is now well into a public
wan Institute of Public Policyg, returning to Regina in thehe players who operate withinservice career and he credits
now the Johnsoﬁﬁhoyamq fall of 2007, Michel successthe Legislature, to have arSLIP for helping him gain an
Graduate School of Public, completed his thesis des nder st andi ng intid foathald dnto pig chosgnd s
P_ollcy, and for the McCall Regg i for his Masters in Politicgolicies and platforms, and tocareer path.
view on PosSecondary Acces-g¢ ', g j ¢ s | Mi ¢ huederstand thehpessitileseffects t i t | e d
sibility and Affordability. Next canada and 9/11: Border Seof each on SLGA policies.

he conducteda needsassess curity in a New Era
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Alumni News

Lee Weiss (2003) has Lee started_ as a.field supporta tim_e and of being abl_e to team, a}Ithough_ he has also

moved to Calgary since hi representative with Shaw Diuse tlme_management_skllls. Albne u]u_matg Frls_bee as one of

SLIP experience, but tal(ject, and in a s_hort tlme_ha$hese thlngs_ he practlcec_j durthe activities in this club.

much of what he iearnt in SLpEcome a reporting coordina-ing SLIP. Finally, Lee thinks he _

with him into his new caree or with the company. He hanbe_neﬂtted from th_e peop]e Lee believes he has expanded

working with Shaw Direct tles telephone systems, thekills he learnt while workindiis personal recreational rep-
' organization chart, and doesor MLAs and believes thakertoire by living in Calgary.

After completing his internshi@d hoc reporting as requiredthere is now a parallel experi- The proximity to the mountains

Lee finished his last Universityy senior management. ence when working for Shavhas meant that he and Court-
Semester. He then worked on Direct ds S e n i mey haverbegua @ eross cotn-
some Ofill er jLeebfeets there fhasrbeen @oeve- | aughs wh &yski hne to ikepds evall:as 0 |

ing with his wife Courtney tdransfer of skills from his SLIstarted out with political sci-beginning to rock climb.

Calgary. Lee took some timexperience to his current posence and philosophy and now |

off after the move before be- tion. He lists the abilty tohave a comput elreegdosb!@d@dvice to
ginning with Shaw Direct. Lemaintain confidentiality as a 0oto |l earn and hav
and Courtney celebrated theitkey skill. Also, he feels SLIBoth Lee and Courtney enjop f f un! 6 He bel
second wedding anniversary ahas helped him to understan@€algary. Lee is involved wittSLIP experience will be used

the end of April and are nowthe importance of being re-the Calgary Sport and Socialby all interns in all walks of

the proud owners of a newsponsible on the reporting sid€lub through work which héfe.

home in Airdrie, north of Calof his job, of being able to describes as an intramural club.

gary. attend to several objectives atHe is currently on a volleyball

Joanne Harpauer General Manager for Well- plumbers can qualify for theleadership capacity, being a
. done Mechanical Services Insame ticket. This creates ayouth exchange counselor.

Dignean (2004) continues in Saskatoon has allowed hetineven playing field where

to use what she learnt as aro continue studying the practiSaskatchewan technicians argecently she attended a Rotary

intern in SLIP. cal side of the dynamic be-at a disadvantage. It is onefunction which was attended by

tween government policy andexample of how business i$lis Honour the Honourable

ig?endn?nhgg“ﬁi:\’\s/agjtbseheen ;?;?er;)usiness. affected by government policy.Dr. Gordon L. Barnhart, S.0.M.,

0SLI P came t o Asbeaeraf nmnagel of a smallJohrme is also busy volunteeItiglmnenalnt Governor of Sas-

. . > - " : d atchewan, and was pleased
me when | took a University obusiness, Joanne is responsildfgg on committees in her com- . -
i ; : get reacquainted with the
Saskatchewan College of Comfor a total staff of five. She munity. She is a member ; ;

. former founding director of

merce class on governmenhust rely on her own resourceBhe North Saskatoon Business o
policy. ¢ I n b hmale decisians sacross) #saaciatien. She sits on the
played the role of Premier and range of business needs, froreconomic development commigoanne was a mother of two
wi t h her 0 ¢ a b umlerstaadingc dhe | leenginge®,s where she feels she capoung adults when she entered
she put forward a budget. Sherequirements for her servicéhelp by bringing business conSLIP.
said the class was a challengéechnicians, to understandingerns to her local MLA. She ig¢
and also became a motivationt he busi nes s & salsofinvalvednnctiee sSaskatche;
to apply for SLIP so that sheder st andi ng t hwanInbniggtion Rregsrd. s
could learn more about gov-man resource management.
ernment policy and how it af-many instances Joanne still u

S . .
. o : her community. he i
fects business. the Legislative Library as One\{filurieecro merl:to:yfor SLeeaer_a
source of information.

After her SLIP experience ship Saskatoon and is inter-
Joanne worked a short time adoanne was very interested irested in bringing the benefits
a consultant, where she wathe TILMA discussions held @ this organization to small
definitely able to put her SLIP2007. She pointed out that if business owners and employ-
knowledge to work, as she didshe hires staff from Ontario,ees. Joanne is also a director
feasibility studies around pol-their refrigeration techniciansfor her local Rotary Club.

icy. But , J o acan qualdy fos a has ¢idket, &lere as well, she helps in a
career move to become thebut in Saskatchewan, only

a former intern, Joanne
ntth{les to publicize the pro-
gfath “whenever she is with
'%oanne believes in giving backouth.
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Alumni News

Kiley Bear (Frantik) offered me, but it was still un-t becgme so natural to oper-the right fit. | continue to Iearn
(2007 clear exactly where | was go-ate with such few hours ofevery day as a communications
ing to be applying the knowl-sleep. professional and as a munici-
edge and experience | had pal employee. Communications
gained during the seven montHs August, the dust had settleés an exciting field that offers
of the program. but it was not too long before many opportunities to learn
the phone started ringing. Itabout the intemvorkings of an
I knew that further educatiorturns out that the great efforts lorganization.
was not something | was premade to apply for work, even .
pared to pursue, and | wasin the frenzied days of July, lh(;an osseilt)i/o\amlhﬁgt/: r?ng\I/b\EvérL?(t:i
certain that it was time to entepaid off. | had interviews with not fﬁ)ave been possible without
the work world. | had beenthe Government of Saskatchet—he ex eriencerl)was afforded
By Kiley Bear applying for various positionswan, the Government of AI—throu ESLIP The direct expo-
throughout June and July, blterta and, of course, the City 9 " P
The months that have passgﬂer i ; : sure to the political process at
. . y little had presented itself.of Prince Albert. : .
since | was an intern at the .o 4 nagging sense of the Legislature gave me in-
legislature - have been rela-,,onainty which it turns oufs some of the former intern '?‘hts that | wgu_ld hnot have
tively few. This summer it W'Bas an incredible way of moti-are aware, | accepted a posi- .tt ervlwse gaine |'\r/|1 t edunl\;v_er—
ggystW:S ;iairr?te?;n(i:r? ;86’7 Iasl ating you. In those last month®n as the Communication 'nB(/j C%S:roﬁ:g m sh?/pe cL(j)Crg p'ﬁn
I wrote the final pages of myManager for the City of Prmcemented each other and served
a young and motivated jeb

{/?\Tdﬁ;nb?tr VJQSS: ti?naeysof f(f:f‘c')rrllySLlP essay, finalized the reAlbert in September of 2007.
: : : “search | was working on for myrince Albert is where | was
siderable uncertainty. — The A" followed up on constitumarried and where my hus-SSEKer very well.

internship was coming 0 @n0v' \work in rural Saskatcheband and | had always ex- In all, the internship was an
close _and | would _be aP-\wan, applied for countless jobpected we would live together.incredible experience and | will
proaching the completion of MY, 4" yade final arran ementswhen the opportunity for a always be grateful for the first
Masteros degrgeq, 'w@ddingﬁf}hﬂ:h wa§8rmanent management posihand experiences | gained
Studies. | knew it was going t@ "3 few weeks after thetion in municipal governmenihile witnessing provincial poli-

be a great asset to have the : . . ) I
credentialsthat the internship internship ended). | recall howpresenteditself, | knewit was tics unfold right in front of me.

SLIP Milestones

Il nternsd® Notes
Corinne Barnetf2003) is now a consultant within the Budget Analysis Division of the Saskatchewan Ministry of Finance.

Fabian Contreras(2004) has joined the Saskatchewan Communications Network (SCN) where he is the Manager of Policy &
Stakeholder Relations.

Haley GagnonHannah (2006) has completed her Master of Public Administration program at Carleton University in Ottawa and i
now working as a Policy Analysist in the Northern Economic development branch of Indian and Northern Affairs Canader She an
husband, Ben Hannah recently became proud parents of a daughter, Charlotte Elizabeth.

Justine Gilbert(2007)is the Senior Creative Industries Analyst in the Saskatchewan Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport.

Jarita Greyeyes(2007) is assisting the Muskeg Lake Cree Nation with the reform of its governance processes. She is undertaking
work in connection with the writing of her thesis for her Master of Arts in Indigenous Governance degree at the Uvistersity of

Avery Kelly (2008) is currently Knowledge ®©@odinator with the United Way of Regina. In August 2009 she married Scott Raddysh.
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SLIP Milestonegontinued)

Justin Leifso(2006) has returned from teaching English as a Second Language in Korea. Upon his return he was employed as a |
icy analyst in the Primary Health Branch of the Saskatchewan Ministry of Health. He is now at the University of Allgeda purs
Master's Degree in Political Science focusing on Canadian Politics and Political (#t¢oleomgintaining a strict devotion to the Sas-

katchewan Roughriders!).
Kim McKechney2004) married Jeanne Baby in August of 2009.

Justin Redekop2008) is furthering his education with a view to pursuing his Masters in Public Policy. He is engaged to be marri
to Alicia Painchaud in December of 2009.

Rhiannon Stromberd2005) has moved from her position as a policy analyst in the Saskatchewan Ministry of Advanced Educatic
Employment and Labour to become the Senior Executive Assistant to the Deputy Minister in the same Ministry.

Several former interns have been employed within ministerial offices of the Government of Saskatchewan. Taking th#|account

changes to Cabinet which were made by Premier Brad Wall in May of 2009, the following SLIP alumni hold positions faithin the
fices of Cabinet Ministers:

Cam Baker (2003js Ministerial Assistant to the Minister of Energy and Resources.
Bill Cooper (2003])s Chief of Staff to the Minister of Energy and Resources.
Kim McKechney (2004js Ministerial Assistant to the Minister of Government Services.

All SLIP alumni are invited to keep the Program informed of changes in employment, of the receipt of awards, aggeftoefesti
events and accomplishments in their lives. This information can be sent to Monique Lovatt and Ken Pontikes wailgmybtiste. We
the information we receive in future editions of the Alumni Report.

Admi ni st r at ovhick goverRsoande psovideKen Pontikeshas been reap- and selects the interns who
strategic direction to the Propointed as Director ofthe Sas-par t i ci pate i n e:
Alexis Dahl has been ap- gram. Mr. Duncan joined th&atchewar egislativénternship gram. Mr. Rolfes replaces Mr.
pointed the Academic ProCommittee in 2007 as the Op-Program for a second three John Brockelbank who retired
grams Coordinator with thePosition caucus representativgear term. He has served adrom the Committee in 2008.
College of Arts and Science a@hd subsequently, with théhe director since 2005. TheThis position is one of two posi-
the University of Saskatcheelection of a new governmentieappointment was made bytions on the Committee which
wan. As a result of this apc onti nued as thehSpeakeroofnhe Ledisktweaars filled by former Speakers
pointment, she will no longepovernment caucus represedssembly of Saskatchewan, oof the Legislative Assembly of
be providing administrativetative. With his appointment the advice of the University ofSaskatchewan. Mr. Rolfes
support to the Saskatchewa@s Minister of Tourism, ParkSaskatchewan and the Universerved as a Member of the
Legislative Internship Progranfulture and Sport, Mr. Duncasity of Regina and with thelegislative Assembly of Sas-
(See the separate article in thits no longer eligible to serve orapproval of the Saskatchewankatchewan from 1971 to 1982

Annual Report theg gommitiee.  Thg Hauglggislative Internship Progranand from 1991 to 1995. Dur-
contribution to the Program.) representative positions on thé&dvisory Committee. ing the latter period, he served
Advisory Committee are re- as Speaker of the Assembly.

Hon. Dustin Duncarhas com- served for current Members offerman Rolfedas been ap-
pleted his role as a Govern-the Legislative Assembly opointedto the Saskatchewan
ment caucus representative ddaskatchewan, excluding menkegislative Internship Program
the Saskatchewan Legislativeers of the Executive Councielection Committee. This is the
Internship Program Advisorgnd the Leader of the Opposi-Committee which reviews ap-
CommitteeThigstheCommittee tion. plicationsinterviewsandidates
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2009 ComparativeStudy: Regina, Ottawa, London, and Berlin

An important component of the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program is the-studpdaativeEach year, interns@ame
vided with the opportunity to visit parliaments in other jurisdictions to compare their experiences in Saskatclaewabhcandhe le
differences and similarities in their respective political and administrative structures and in the sigpidilanisuddibeing politi-
cally debated.

In June 2009, the Saskatchewan Legislative Interns traveled to Ottawa (Canada), London (United Kingdom), and Beflihne(Germar
interns have written reports which describe their comysmatjvour and which provide observations on what they leaawechl S
excerpts from these reports have been included in this edition of the 2009 Alumni Report.

U. K. Labour MP Briefs 2009 Legislative Interns on Role of House of Lords

By Dawn Gibbons, Nicole Leach, Michael Radmacher, and Andrew Restall, 2009 Saskatchewan Legislative Interns

Another day [June 9, 2009]not believe they were subjecinterns, considered to be beUsi ng Canadads sy
and we arrived at yet anotherto the scrutiny of anyone outyond what is seen in Canadaall parliamentarians are listed
historical building of interna-side of the Commons and thein the U.K., it was expectedas potential candidates until
tional significance: the Palacdid not believe their spendingthere would be national cover-they declare themselves as non

of Westminster or Houses dfiabits could be examinedage of t he c a-caddiddtest ie & chopedathe-
Parliament for the U.K. Ouexcept by the agreement ofpaigns and eventual electiorelection in the U.K. will be less

visit took place among theparliamentarians as a group.coverage. controlled by the party in
backdrop of a scandal overHowever, as he explained, the power and the Pri
MPs & spendi ng highést bourtt dideredi otherinterestingly, the U.K. ha®ffice. In this way, it is hoped

nent resignation of thewise. looked to Canada as thethat individual MPs in London
Speaker. It was also a time of mod el for t he m&preclaik earpéner lestl te ¢ -

turmoil for the Labour governThus, the whole spending scatien. In the past, althoughthem through the auspices of
ment under Prime Ministedal was historic in its challengée her e have b eparty dischlne ak er 8 s
Gordon Brown who was facindo the supremacy of the Comelections in the U.K., they have
a possible coupe withinhisowmmons & r i ght t bearecdaeecrsiupepd yas obackr oomo
party. with the challenge coming fronarrangements with the actual
the highest court which is alsalection being fait accompli.
It was explained to us that irtechnically the Law Lords within
the U.K., Parliament is supremthie upper chamber. Yet, this
In Canada, we now have thechallenge might also be seen
Charter of Rights and Freeas harkening back to the origi-
doms within our constitutional and traditional purpose of
with recourse to the courts tthe Commons which was nc
test the constitutionality of lawspending without redress to the
made to our parliament. Forcommon people. The commo
the U.K., everything emanategeople or public were dis-
from Parliament. In the UKp | eased. The
sovereignty rests with theSpeaker resigned and the ||
Crown in Parliament and theopular opinion at that moment
constitutional authority to makevas that the government will
laws emanates from the popufall as a result.
lar election of members of the
House of Commons. Mr. Prentice concluded that the
election of the new Speaker | -
In this sense, Labour MP Mmad taken on a measure of i
Gordon Prentice explained tonational importance. This was" . WA
us how MPs in the Commons didmething we, as a group of Mr. Gordon Prentice, Labour MP
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2009 I nterns Visit Germanyds Bundesr a
By Dawn Gibbons, Nicole Leach, Michael Radmacher, and Andrew Restall, 2009 Saskatchewan Legislative Interns

On June 17, 2009, we re-The Bundesrat must agree to
ceived a guided tour of thefederal legislation which af-
Bundesrat from Mrs. Lamberfects regional governments. In
sen, a member of the Publi€anada, regional representa-
Relations Department.  Wdion in our Senate is considered
then met with Mr. Klaus Kogo be only one of its roles.

gel, the head of the LegalAl so, the Bundg Il ﬁﬂ!ﬂﬂﬁi'm
Committee of the Germarare appointed from the indi- - /ST r‘, i i
Bundesrat and the head of th@idual regional governments [ g il : ' },
Legal Committee of the Gerand not by the Chancellor or, bl f[ CELRER
man Bundestag. as in Canada, by the Prime

Minister.
Mr. Koggel explained to us the
role of the Bundesrat, which ju$he most interesting aspect of
loosely compares to our Canathis meeting was our discussion’
dian Senate since both are f t he Bundesr
secondary houses at the fedcommittee. When the Bundes-

eral level. ~ However, therat and the Bundestag cannob,q are confidential. In thisaspect we do not think Canadi-
Bundesrat 0s e)careusanvagreemen! @ &lofimittbe® members from thans would be able to support
represent the individual gov+bill, they meet in this Comm'tB_undestag and Bundesrat findiue to our political system and

ernments of the regions in & e e . The commpdmorf §réufd ee! pPoBdiitiéal culture
federal system. tions are not open to the p”blicposed bill. This stood out as an '

Observations on the Debates in the Canadian House of Comsion
Andrew Restall, 2009 Saskatchewan Legislative Intern

to talk, eat supper together, May, leader of the Green attributed to a number of fac-
and generally be more polite Party of Canada, told us, fortors. First, the Speaker of the
and considerate towards one example, how even committeddouse of Commons put part of
another. Many observed that are oozing with partisan poli-the blame on the changing of
this respect and good treat- tics. From what we were toldsitting times in the House of
ment of each other meant for committees used to be consiGommons. He claimed that
better policy, as membersered a place in which MPsvhen the House operated later
would sincerely listen and con{rom all sides would come tointo the day, MPs only had a
sider the opinions of others.  gether and resolve all personashort amount of time to eat

> and political differences tobefore they had to get back to
One observation from our coml N€ current situation of Ottawacreate better public policy.their seats. This meant they
parative-study tour that stoodthat was presented to us wasMany people, other than justvould all go to the Parliamen-
out for me was the volatiiemuch different from that. One Ms . May, t ol d tarys Cafetergat and eat ttoe d a y
state of our House of ComPerson we had a meeting withtimes, this no longer happengether. MPs would socialize
mons. Throughout our mai mmented on how MPs fronOut of all of our meetings, onlywith_one another, rega_rdle_ss of
interviews, we kept hearin ifferent parties now rarely one person, MP John Duncan pdlitical party, and this situa-
how much Ottawa has change Ik to each other, and if they the Conservative Party, saidion generally created a better
from what it used to be. Whatdid, it was in a disrespectful that nothing is different, exceptespect and understanding
we heard was that Members ofnanner. They no longer go forthat the party in power hastowards one another.

Parliament (MPs) of all politicaPUPPer, no longer have civil changed.

i i i d no longer ac . .
parties used to get along quited!SCUSSIONS an ng N\ccording to the people with .
well. They would cross the floolike MPs of the past. Elizabeth whom W(?met, thispsitugtion is (continued on next page)
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Observations on the Debates in the Canadian House of Commons (continued)

Second, many commented thatas starting to unfold since thehat agrees with their view-forming a majority govern-
the televising of Question Pe1980s due to changing politi- point, they will just leave thement. For this reason, each
riod and of committees iscal leadership. They claimedroom, thereby putting the compolitical party wants to have or
partly responsible. The claim ithat this progression was natumittee in limbo. This tactic andoes have tight control over
that since Question Period hasl due to the changing expec-others were given to chairs okvery action taken and every
been televised, MPs act mor¢ations leaders put on theirthe committees from the highesentence spoken by their MPs.
childishly and offensively to-fellow MPs. Some put theups in the Conservative Party.

wards each other in order toblame directly on Prime Minis-This antagonistic viewpoin©Overall, | think Ottawa has
get on the news or to be useder Stephen Harper, sayingwould definitely affect how changed due to these factors
as a sound bite over the radiothat his type of leadership isMPs act towards one another. and may continue to worsen
This has led to a more hostileonducive to this behavior as unless one of these factors dis-
environment, in which some MRs views every other party asFourth, almost everyonssipates or a proactive initiative
are personally offended dur- an enemy. The current situatiopdreed that one major reasonjs created to curb it.

ing Question Period. This hasithin the committees was oftefhis environment has unfolded is

directly strengthened the divicited as an example. It wasbecause of the minority gov-

sion of MPs by party lines. said that if the Conservativeernment where every policy,

) members in a committee do nof€ws story, and so on can
Third, some people commenteget an answerfrom a witness directly affect your chances of

that this type of environment

2009 SLIPMLA Steak Night

The third annual SEMALA ternational travel fund. OftheThi s year 6 s i Opeearamda SavadodDalt he n

Steak Night event occurred otickets sold, 25 were purchasegroceeds from the 2009 Stealart exhibit.

April 21, 2009 at Bushwak-by MLAs and seven by formeNight to rent a canoe for use

kerds brew pubnteint Regi na. dbrthe Rideau Canal and té\ small portion of the net pro-

ganized by the Saskatchewan purchase admission to the Na@eeds where also used by the

Legislative Interns, this evefthe annual SLENMLA Steak tional Art Gallery in Ottawa. Interns to purchase painting

provides an opportunity forNights are a funegaising event In London, the funds were apquipment and supplies for

Members of the Legislativdor the Saskatchewan Legislaplied towards the admission ttheir participation in the United

Assembly of Saskatchewan ttive Interns. The net proceedse v er al pl ays Waty Shfa kReesgpienaar 6esd sLC

have an informal supper witlifrom the event are used toGlobe Theatre, to the Tower oing. The Interns volunteered to

the current and former Internenhance their experience durkLondon, and to a performancgaint a room with the SCEP

and other supporters of theing their comparative studyby the Royal Ballet at theCentre which is located in the

Saskatchewan Legislative Ineur. The money can be useBoyal Opera House. In Berlimasement of Coronation Park

ternship Program. to finance entry to museums$he net proceeds from the&chool in Regina. The Centre
sidetours to significant pointsSteak Night were applied to-provides an early intervention,

This year, 73 tickets to theof interest, or attendance atwards tours of Berlin and the@reschool program for children

event were sold, generatingcultural and sport events occufermer Sachsenhausen concevith socialization, communica-

net proceeds of $914.20 for ring at the time of their tour. tration camp, a performance otions, and educational prob-

the I nternsd supplementary o0iDn o v atrthe Kainischelems.
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Program Sponsorships in 2009

During 2009, the Saskatchewaniation of Health Organizationsalso able to attend the firstmunity of Saskatchewan. It was
Legislative Internship Progra(8AHO) Conference, held inpdate from the Patient Firsthformative and gave us a
welcomed the Saskatchew8askatoon from April -3, Review. better understanding of the
Association of Health Organiza2009. This year was the first political players outside the
tions and the Saskatchew#ime that interns have attendedAHO was also a great ex-Legislative Assembly and how
Chamber of Commerce as prthis conference. perience for the interns bethey can potentially affect
gram sponsors. The purpose of cause of all of the informa-public policy. For example, the
these sponsorships is to providealth policy is an extremelytional sessions that were avanSCC_membershlp

opportunities for Saskatchewamportant topic in Saskatcheable. We found the sessions tgonsists of over 1,000 Sas-
Legislative Interns to gain fuwan. Each year, the largesbe very interesting as theykatCheW&ln businesses and 80
ther understanding of importaetxpenditure within the Governspoke to areas that we wishedchambers of Commerce anq
public policy issues and chahe n t o f S a s hodesrm rhoee wlmut. 5V¥e are Boards of Trades. Therefore, it
lenges facing Saskatchewdmudget is health and improvevery pleased to know that at-is obvious they have serious
from the perspective of thment s t o Can a deadasce late SAHO hCordeattodt in their ability to affect
stakeholders and interest groupgstem are always a top prior-ences is now an option for fupublic policy.

who operate outside of the Le@y for Saskatchewanians. Faure interns and that others will o

islative Assembly of Saskatcttlese reasons, as well as marbe able to replicate this won-The highlight of the conference

wan. The sponsorships recahers, attendance at thederful experience. was a discussion between the
nize various types of-kind SAHO Conference was both Saskatchewan Premier, Brad
support provided to the internsenlightening and exciting. Saskatchewan Chamber ofWall, and the Governor of
Commerce Montana, Brian Schweitzer,
The following report was sulit the SAHO Conference, the about a memorandum of un-

mitted by t hi sinteyne waredable tonlisten rtcdnothec @anference the SL#Erstanding they both signed
cerning their attendance at theBe. Cory Neudorf speak on thenterns went to was the Sagn carbon capture and stor-
organi zat i on s liealthcdspantye regort dhat katchewan Chamber of Comage. Governor SQhWGItZGf
Both organizations providedvas released by the Saskatoomerce (SCC) conference #tole the show with his exuber-
complimentary registrationgjealth Region in 2006. ThiSwift Current on May 7 and 8,ant personality and often hi-
including meals, to the interns.was a very extensive healtt2009. This was the first tim@arious quotations. Overall, the
disparity survey and its find-SLIP interns have attended thgonference was highly enjoy-
Saskatchewan Association ofings were both surprising andonference. able and provided a valuable
Health Organizations promoted further discussion of opportunity to learn about
the future of health policy inThis conference was valuableolicy actors outside the Legis-
This year, the interns attende@askatchewan. At the SAH@s the SLIP interns learnel@tive Assembly.
the 2009 Saskatchewarsse Conference,the internswere more about the businesgom

The Coeoperators: SLIP Corporate Sponsors Since 2002

Founded in 1945, The €o The Ceoperators were the firstbeen channeled towards the2009 Saskatchewan legislative

operators has deep roots innongovernment and nencost of the i nltretrenrsrds taadel hto
Saskatchewan. From humbleniversity financial contributotegislatures outside of Sastector, Ken Pontikes. Mr. Bom-
beginnings, a group of Sas-to the Saskatchewan Internshiatchewan. ben and Ms. Milardovic recon-

katchewan farmers, who soughProgram and have continued tey | May 19, 2009, Mr. Frank firmed their support for the

insurance protection that theprovide financial support to theg ; pen (I'DirectO’r 01; Publi<$ rogramos object |

market would not provide, program every year since. I ffairs and Government Rela- ered to assist in seeking out

came together to form what istotal, the cooperative has pro'tions) and Maya Milardovic funding from other sources.

today known as The €o vided a total of $24,000 to (Government Relations Special-

operators. the Program, all of which has ist) met in Reginawith the
(continued on next page)
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The Coeoperators: SLIP Corporate Sponsors Since 2002 (continued)

ol't was a pl eaand the ldadershipe detmonyrograms across the countryCanadians to learn about the
the interns and program direc-strated by its director. We In addition to SLIP, they proparliamentary process and
tor to learn about their experi- were encouraged to hearvide financial support to thedevelopment of public policy,
ences and share our perspecabout their positive experi-Parliamentary Internship Proas well as to gain a greater
tive about our company, our ceences; it reinforces the valugram and to the Ontario Legis-understanding of the political

-operative roots, and our on-that we place in our ongoinglative Internship Program. dynamics nationally and re-
going support for the pro- commitment to this important gionallyéd, Ms . M
gr amé, Ms . Mipbaogoamcd notedWe believe itplasneeéry 4d mprort-u
foll owing the meeting. 0 Want to support programs thating support future leaders we
were impressed by the caliberThe Ceoperators are support- provide an educational andbelieve will have a direct posi-
oftheinternsnthisProgranand ers of parliamentary internshigractical experience foryoungt i ve i mpact on ou

SLIP Interns and director Ken Pontikes meet with executives from
The Cooperators: Maya Milardovic and Frank Bomben

SUMA Complimentary Registrations Available to SLIP Alumni

As part of its orgoing pro- with complimentary visitor The Convention will take placelf any SLIP alumni are inter-
gram sponsorship of the Sasstatus registrations to the Assdfrom January 31, 2010 to Feb- ested in receiving a complimen-
katchewan Legislative Interne i at i ®andusl cobv@rs ruary 3, 2010. It will be held tary registration, please con-
ship Program, the Saskatchetion. Six of these registrationsat the Queensbury Conventiontact SLIP Director, Ken Pontikes,
wan Urban Municipalities Assowill be offered to former SLIP Centre in Regina. by no later than December 11,
ciationisprovidingthe Program interns. 2009.
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