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SLIP AFTER A DECADE
Bennet Misskey, 2011 Saskatchewan Legislative Intern

The Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program celebrated its 10th year anniversary in 2011. The
Program has significantly expanded over the course of a decade. This has been achieved through
innovations made by successive teams of interns, new sponsors and funding opportunities, and the
continued support given to the Program by the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan, the University of
Saskatchewan, the University of Regina, and two outstanding directors.
2011 was an exciting year to be an intern. With the upcoming Saskatchewan election and the Federal
election this May, we witnessed intense debates in the House. With the recently fixed election dates, we
were able to observe the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan operating under a new dynamic. Because
everyone knew the election takes place this fall, the campaign essentially began the first day of session.
The federal election also gave us the opportunity to see federal candidates in person such as Jack Layton
and Michael Ignatieff.
This year‟s internship program made inroads in the international comparative study tour component by
traveling to Ireland. From June 14th to June 30th, the SLIP team set course for Edinburgh, London, and
Dublin with the purpose of learning more about the main jurisdictions in the British Isles. In Dublin, SLIP was
able to connect and meet with the European Commission, the European Parliament Office in Ireland, as
well as officials and officers at the House of the Oireachtas (Irish Parliament). We were also able to meet
with many officers and officials in the Scottish Parliament and Westminster in London. This tour gave us
new insights into the nature of devolution, Scottish separatism, the European Union, British/Irish relations,
and how another part of the world views Canada.
The national component of our comparative study tour was made possible through the continued
accommodation and hospitality of the Parliamentary Internship Program (PIP). With their collaboration,
SLIP was able to meet with individuals such as former Speaker of the House Peter Milliken, MP Andrew
Sheer (current Speaker), Senator Pamela Wallin, MP Ralph Goodale, former Bloc Québécois leader Gilles
Duceppe, Sergeant at Arms Kevin Vickers, Clerk Audrey O‟Brien, and many other interesting personalities.
SLIP was able to expand and continue established relationships within Saskatchewan. As in previous years,
SLIP met and attended conventions by a host of important stakeholders across the province representing
very diverse viewpoints. These included attending the SUMA and SARM Conventions, events by SAHO, the
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce, and meeting with the Saskatchewan Federation of Labour. We
were also able to meet mayors Pat Fiacco and Don Atchison of Regina and Saskatoon respectively,
Saskatoon Police Chief Clive Weighill, Treaty Commissioner Bob McKnight, Prince Albert Parkland Health
Authoirty CEO Cecile Hunt, and many others. These meetings and events were the perfect supplement to
the interns‟ knowledge of Saskatchewan politics acquired in the Legislature. It gave us a deeper
perspective of the province by exposing us to very different approaches to politics. It also enabled us to
see whether these viewpoints across the province were being represented in the Legislative Assembly.
Many of the most valuable components of the Program have been created by former interns. This growing
body of alumni represent a decade of commitment by talented individuals who have contributed to making
what SLIP is today. It will be fascinating to observe the evolution of this program in the years to come as
we join the ranks of the alumni.
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MESSAGE FROM THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
During my time as Clerk of the Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly, I learned about
an Internship Program offered by the Ontario Legislative Assembly and the House of
Commons. I felt a similar program would work well in Saskatchewan for two reasons:
first, it would give promising university students a rare inside look at how our system
of government works; and second, it would be a great outreach tool for the
Legislative Assembly, which must continually seek to educate and engage citizens.
It wasn‟t until I was teaching in the Political Studies Department at the University of
Saskatchewan that I was finally able to obtain support for a Saskatchewan
Legislative Internship Program (SLIP). Over the past 10 years, the Members of the
Legislative Assembly have been very supportive of the Program; they have gained
capable assistants, and in turn, the MLAs have been good teachers and helpful mentors.
The Program provides a valuable opportunity for participants to develop skills such as letter and speech
writing, researching, problem-solving, and public relations. They have had a close-up look at the
complicated business of creating public policy. I have been greatly impressed by the interns, who have
been, without exception, intelligent and hard working. Their personal integrity has allayed any concerns
about giving interns access to Members on both sides of the House. Many interns have gone on to pursue
successful careers in government, and I expect that for all of the participants, SLIP has been a foundational
experience.
Dr. Gordon L. Barnhart
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan

MESSAGE FROM THE SPEAKER
It gives me great pleasure as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan
to be the patron of the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program and in that role
to now have overseen four groups of Interns.
Having these university students and graduates take seven months from their busy
lives to work with Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) is commendable. Each
year a new group of interns receives a first-hand education on how our legislative
democracy works. While doing so, the interns provide a fresh perspective to the
MLAs view of their own roles within the government process. The interns add an
eager dynamic to the work of MLAs in the Legislature and to their work at the constituency level. Overall,
I am pleased with the interns‟ service to our Assembly.
I was pleased to see that the interns enjoyed their education of our democracy. I understand they were
able to learn about their own unique interests within government. To that end, I am sure it was a highlight
for them to travel, on their comparative study. I wish them all the best in the months and years ahead as
they continue with their education or enter the workforce.
I would like to thank Mr. Ken Pontikes for the leadership and oversight he provides to the interns and for
his role in maintaining the success of the overall program. I would also like to thank Ms. Monique Lovatt for
the administration she provides to the program here at the Legislative Assembly, and for the guidance she
gives the interns on a daily basis.
Hon. Don Toth, Speaker
Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan
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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
In 2011, the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program is celebrating its tenth year
of facilitating academic internships within the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan.
During the past decade, 43 university students have been mentored by members of
the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan.
After completing their internships, our alumni have moved forward with their education
and careers – many are currently pursuing post-secondary degrees at North American
universities and employment in Saskatchewan and elsewhere in the public service, the
professions, business, academics, and community-based organizations. Through the
annual Alumni Report, we try to keep in touch with our alumni - both in relation to
following their education, career, family, and personal accomplishments and to encouraging them to
promote and support the Program for future internships.
The Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program has evolved over the years. Each year, our interns
propose ideas to improve and expand the Program. Many of these ideas have been implemented and
form on-going components of the Program that we are delivering today. The international travel,
community and volunteer activities, Steak Night fund-raiser, and in-province briefings are examples of
ideas proposed by former interns which are now integral parts of our Program.
The expansion of the Program has posed challenges to its governance, administrative, and financing
structures, which are largely the same as existed ten years ago. Options for changes are being
considered by the SLIP Advisory Committee – the Program‟s governance body consisting of university and
Legislative Assembly representatives. The results of these discussions will shape the future direction of the
Program.
Over the past ten years, the Program has been fortunate to have the financial support of the University of
Regina and the University of Saskatchewan, as well as several Canadian organizations and corporations.
While the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan provides funding for the mentorship portion of the
Program, our university, corporate, and other funders have made the travel components possible.
We also are fortunate to have the support of several provincial-interest and advocacy organizations in
Saskatchewan. These organizations have provided our interns with broader understanding of their
organizations‟ concerns and perspectives and with direct access to their members through complimentary
registrations to attend their annual conventions and conferences.
Our interns have also been welcomed by governments, interest and community-based organizations, and
universities in other parts of Canada and the world. During the past ten years, our interns have visited
governments in numerous cities, including Toronto, Winnipeg, Fredericton, and Ottawa in Canada and
internationally, in New York, London, Edinburgh, Dublin, Belfast, Berlin, Washington, and Richmond
(Virginia). The international component of our comparative-study program has been enriched by the
support and assistance of elected and appointed officials and academics in these jurisdictions who have
helped to organize meetings and gain access to individuals and institutions for our interns. We have also
enjoyed the on-going assistance of the Parliamentary Internship Program in Ottawa which has assigned
Parliamentary Interns to set up meetings and briefings when the Saskatchewan Legislative Interns are in
Ottawa.
I have enjoyed serving as director of the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program since 2005. It has
been a privilege for me to meet and work with our interns and to be part of the personal and academic
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development of many accomplished people who are now pursuing interesting careers and making
important contributions to society.
Ken Pontikes
Director
Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program

VALUE OF SLIP AND VALUED CONTRIBUTIONS TO SLIP
In my capacity as Head of the Department of Political Studies and as a current
member of SLIP‟s Advisory Committee, I would like to make a few observations
regarding the value of SLIP and to express my appreciation to several people and
organizations that have been instrumental in establishing, sustaining and administering
it.

Value of SLIP
SLIP, like other internships, is valuable in several ways for all students selected as
interns, those who host them, and the province.
SLIP, along with other internship programs, established in the province, perform important functions. First,
and foremost, they perform an important function in profiling Saskatchewan as a province that has
opportunities for young people to engage in experiential learning that will serve them well in expanding
their learning and their opportunities for satisfying and successful careers. In the absence of such
internships in this province, students will turn their attention to internships and employment opportunities in
other provinces. If they opt for those internships and job opportunities in other provinces, the likelihood
that they will return to Saskatchewan is quite low. Thus, SLIP along with other internship programs perform
an important student training and retention function.
In the case of students who are successful in becoming interns, SLIP serves several important functions. It
provides students with an important experiential learning opportunity that complements and supplements
what they learn in the classroom. In particular it provides them with an important learning opportunity on
the operation of the provincial legislature and many of the governmental agencies that interface with the
legislature. In addition to learning about the operations of the legislature, they learn about a wide range
of public policy and public management issues and options. What they learn is invaluable regardless of
whether they opt for careers in the legislature, government, academic, business, or non-profit sectors.
Learning how the legislature and government agencies operate enhances the students‟ confidence that they
know how to deal with those institutions in what one hopes would be their efforts in advancing the public
good. In this respect SLIP and other legislative internships provide students with invaluable knowledge and
skills that will enhance their ability to experience and exercise the fullness of their citizenship.
In short, learning how the legislature and governmental agencies operate is invaluable in enhancing the
students‟ knowledge that will enhance their studies, their careers, their vocations, and their citizenship. I am
able to make this observation with considerable confidence for two reasons. First, my role in administering
the career internship program offered by the Department of Political Studies at the University of
Saskatchewan, has allowed me to see how the internships contribute to the professional and personal
development of students, and open doors for them in pursuing their careers and vocations. Second, my
own experience as an intern in the federal internship program many years ago proved to be invaluable
for me in all facets of my professional and personal life.
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SLIP is valuable not only for the interns, but also for the offices of the MLAs who host them. The interns
provide them with valuable assistance in performing their functions. This is particularly true of any tasks
that require research and extra sets of hands to complete them.
Finally, SLIP is important for the province in two ways. First, SLIP is a flagship program housed in the
Legislature that reminds legislators and others in positions of leadership both in the public and private
sectors that internship programs are immensely valuable on many levels. Second, SLIP provides one of the
means by which students can acquire special training and can be enticed to stay in Saskatchewan and
make a contribution to its development.

Appreciation for Contributions Made to SLIP
I would like to take the opportunity afforded by this special report, to express appreciation formally to
several people and organizations that have been instrumental in establishing, sustaining and administering
SLIP during the past decade.
Highly deserving of appreciation are those who were instrumental in establishing the Program ten years
ago. This includes, His Honour Lieutenant Governor Gordon Barnhart, who held a senior administrative
position at the University of Saskatchewan at that time. His Honour also served very enthusiastically and
ably as its first academic director while holding a senior position at the University of Saskatchewan. It also
includes those senior academics at the two universities, namely David Smith who was chair of the
Department of Political Studies at the University of Saskatchewan, Howard Leeson who was chair of the
Department of Political Science at the University of Regina.
Special appreciation must also be expressed to the President of the U. of S. and the successive Deans of
the Faculty of Arts at the U. of R. who made and maintained a commitment to support the Program
financially and logistically since its inception.
Also deserving of appreciation and respect are the party leaders and members of the Legislature‟s Board
of Internal Economy who not only agreed that the legislature should host the Program, but also committed
themselves and their respective caucus members to provide learning opportunities for interns.
An equally important contribution has been made by numerous individuals from the two parties in the
legislature, including MLAs and their respective staff members, as well as staff members for the party
caucuses in the Legislature, who have graciously and warmly welcomed interns into their offices and
provided them invaluable guidance, support and insights over the years.
This is also true of the very positive contribution made by successive Speakers of the Legislature and
members of their staff over the years. All the Speakers have provided extensive and consistent logistical
support to the Programs during their respective tenure. Special recognition and appreciation is owed to
Ms. Monique Lovatt, a dedicated member of the Legislature‟s staff, who has made remarkable efforts in
providing logistical support to SLIP and personal guidance and support for the interns. Her efforts have
contributed immensely to the success of the Program and the interns for the past ten years.
Others who merit acknowledgement are those who have served on two SLIP committees over the years.
This includes the independent Intern Selection Committee which consists of the director of the Program, a
representative from the Office of the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, faculty members from the
University of Regina and the University of Saskatchewan, two former Speakers of the House and one
former Intern. It also includes the Advisory Committee which consists of the current Speaker as Chair, along
with delegates of the Clerk‟s Office, academics from the U. of S. and U. of R., and caucus representatives.
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