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SLIP 2016:  Year in Review 
By Bram Lerat, 2016 Saskatchewan Legislative Intern 
 
On the cold day of January 5th, 2016, four interns arrived at the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan to 
begin the 2016 Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program (SLIP) that would introduce them to an 
incredible amount of new experiences for the next seven months. The four interns selected to start the 
fifteenth year of the program were Marie Digney, Marnie Howlett, Bram Lerat and Maeve McLean. Each 
intern had a different educational background than the next, which not only made their competencies 
unique, but made teamwork and cohesiveness 
within the group easy to attain. There were many 
firsts and new experiences for both the program 
and the interns and it is a pleasure to facilitate this 
year in review. 
 
The first two weeks of the internship were the 
traditional orientation period that helped the 
interns learn about everything from independent 
office mandates to committees and procedures of 
the Legislative Assembly. This period of time 
allowed the interns to become more familiar with 
their new workplace and was an essential 
introduction to specific government functions that 
may not be widely known. As the orientation 
period came to an end, the interns were faced with 
the highly anticipated MLA meetings where they 
had to choose their mentors for the next six weeks. In an unofficial record time, the interns smoothly 
decided their MLA pairings. Marie and Maeve started on the opposition side with Cathy Sproule and 
David Forbes, respectively. On the government side, Bram and Marnie started with Warren Steinley and 
Paul Merriman. 
 

The next six weeks was unique within the program as it was the first time 
SLIP had been active prior to an election. This meant that the interns had 
very different experiences that contained more election preparation, 
research and interactions outside of the normal legislature setting. At 
the end of January, the interns attended the annual Saskatchewan Urban 
Municipalities Association (SUMA) Convention and witnessed the 
collective voice that it provides for communities across the province. The 
convention had many highlights that included briefings on the La Ronge 
wildfires and addresses from both the Premier and Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
February was a busy month for the interns as they were still assigned to 
their MLAs but also had elections training and program promotion to 
complete by the end of the month. In preparation for the roles in 

Operations Support at Elections Saskatchewan, the interns attended a three day Returning Officer (RO) 
training program at Hotel Saskatchewan. This was an excellent introduction to the RO manual and the 
type of work that the interns would be experiencing on a daily basis at Elections Saskatchewan. 
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Secondly, one of the priorities for this year’s interns was to 
increase the promotion and recruitment for the following year. 
Starting at the end of February, the interns accomplished this 
by presenting and meeting with over twenty-five classes or 
groups at both the University of Saskatchewan and University 
of Regina. At the beginning of March, the interns attended the 
annual Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities 
(SARM) Convention. The SARM convention gave the interns 
the opportunity to witness the differences that rural 
municipalities face compared to urban municipalities and the 
important input that Saskatchewan’s rural leaders contribute. 

 
March 14th, 2016, marked a very special period for the 
interns as they started their term at Elections 
Saskatchewan that would last for the duration of the 
twenty-eighth Saskatchewan general election. This was the 
first time SLIP had been active during an election and the 
placement at Elections SK provided the interns with an 
unforgettable learning experience. The election also meant 
that the normal internship periods with MLAs were reduced 
from thirteen to six weeks. The interns spent time in both 
Operations Support and in returning offices (the field), 
which created quite a dynamic workload. Finally, each 
intern was given a specific polling location on Election Day 
that allowed them to participate first hand as a Deputy 
Returning Officer or Supervising Deputy Returning Officer. 
 
Shortly after the election, the interns began their domestic 
comparative study tour in the nation’s capital, Ottawa. In 
an ironic turn of events, the interns escaped the beautiful 
Saskatchewan weather and were greeted with a day of 
snow and slush on the first day of meetings. As the week 
progressed, it became evident that Ottawa would contain the most hectic schedule of the internship. 

The trip to Ottawa was highlighted with incredible 
meetings with the Governor General, David Johnston; 
Leader of the Opposition, Rona Ambrose; Minister of 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, John 
McCallum; Minister for Status of Women, Patty 
Hajdu; Senator, Raynell Andreychuk; and multiple 
meetings with Saskatchewan MPs. Furthermore, the 
interns were able to attend multiple events on the 
Hill, tour the Peace Tower, explore the Byward 
Market, and experience Ottawa to the fullest extent. 
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From Ottawa, the interns flew across the Atlantic and landed in Brussels to begin their international 
comparative study tour. The international trip was planned based on the overlapping interests the 
interns had, which included security, international cooperation, European Union, United Nations and 
the traditional Westminster system of government. Brussels was the first stop, which was a very tense 

but enormous learning experience for the interns. Less 
than a month had passed since the terrorist attacks on 
the Brussels metro line and airport which resulted in 
enhanced security measures and the city to be on high 
alert for the duration of the interns’ time there. 
Despite the enhanced security measures, the interns 
were able to have very informative meetings with the 
Ambassador to Belgium and Luxembourg, Denis 
Robert; Conference of Presidents Acting Head of Unit, 
Adam Isaacs, Ambassador for the Mission of Canada to 
the European Union, Daniel Costello; and several 
people who represented the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), International Labour 
Organization (ILO), European Parliament and the 
European Committee of Regions. 

 
After spending just shy of a week in Brussels, the interns took a train to London to start the second part 
of their international tour. While the objective of the trip was to learn more about the Westminster 
model of government, the greatest discussion took place on the topic of BREXIT and the various 
implications it would have on Canada and the rest of Europe. Furthermore, the highlights in London 
include meetings in Canada House, observing questions in the House of Commons Gallery and 
successfully using the selfie-stick on the London Eye. 
 
The last stop on the international trip was in Geneva, 
Switzerland. The schedule was less demanding compared 
to our other destinations. However, our meetings and 
time in Geneva produced some of the best moments and 
experiences of the entire trip. The United Nations (UN) 
was the most prominent interest the interns had, which 
was supported by a tour of the UN European 
Headquarters, a briefing on the UN Refugee Agency and a 
meeting with the Permanent Mission of Canada to the 
United Nations. We were very fortunate to have the 
opportunity to meet with three counsellors, Ms. Elizabeth 
Williams, Mr. Michael Cannon, and Mr. John Davison, as 
well as the First Secretary of Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. 
André Belzile during our meeting with the Permanent 
Mission of Canada to the United Nations. Over the course of the meeting, we discussed topics such as 
Canada’s role in Syrian refugee resettlement, Canada’s trading partnerships, international development 
priorities, and the current state of nuclear weapons and international defense. This meeting was one of 
the highlights of the trip that inspired all of the interns in some form. To conclude our international 
comparative study tour, the interns spent a day at Mont Saleve that featured hiking and some of the 
most beautiful views in Europe. 
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After the return trip to Regina, the interns still had a few weeks 
before their second MLA term started. They capitalized on this 
time period by starting the volunteer component of the 
internship at Regina Open Door Society (RODS). The interns 
spent five different days with RODS and their Life Skills 
Program, which focused on teaching basic driving skills to 
Regina’s Syrian newcomers. Another highlight in May was 
attending the Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce 
Conference in Saskatoon. The conference contained many 
networking opportunities, business ideas and members who 
were inspired to make Saskatchewan the best place to live, 

work and invest. Lastly, on May 31st, the interns held their annual 
fundraiser at Bushwakkers in Regina. The fundraiser is typically 
held to compensate the interns for extra costs that occur during 
travel. However, this year the proceeds were donated to the Red 
Cross and the victims of the Fort McMurray wildfires. 
 
The month of June was highly anticipated by the interns as they 
began the final terms with their respective MLAs. Bram and 
Marnie headed to the Official Opposition and were paired with 
Buckley Belanger and Nicole Rancourt. Marie and Maeve crossed 
the floor and were paired with Government members Tina 
Beaudry-Mellor and David Buckingham. During this six week term, 
the interns were with members during session, which provided 
them an opportunity to consistently watch question period, 
attend their MLAs committee meetings and directly work with 
their mentors. 
 
Following the completion of their last MLA term, the interns 
immediately began their northern comparative study tour that took place in Batoche, La Ronge and 
Missinipe. After meeting MLA Delbert Kirsch at Government House during an event, the interns were 
adamant in touring and learning about his constituency and the history of Metis people in 
Saskatchewan. The interns’ one day visit to the Batoche constituency contained many activities but was 
highlighted with a tour of the Back to Batoche grounds, Fort Carlton, Batoche National Historical Site, 
Duck Lake Museum, and a number of rural communities. The majority of the next week was spent in La 
Ronge with a variety of meetings on different topics. 
One of the first meetings that they had was with 
Scattered Sites and the Early Child Intervention 
Program which was an eye opening experience that 
revealed many of the challenges that Northern 
Saskatchewan faces on a daily basis. On the municipal 
level, the interns were able to meet La Ronge Mayor, 
Thomas Sierzycki; Councillor, Erin Carter; and Deputy 
Fire Chief, Rob Pacey. Lastly, the group was able to 
meet with several public servants that were from the 
Northern Engagement Branch, Ministry of 
Environment, Ministry of Justice, and the Royal 
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Canadian Mounted Police. Similarly to their international comparative study tour, the interns spent their 
last day exploring and decided to drive further north to Missinipe. The day was spent around the lake 
that included a visit to North Falls, Robertson Falls, and the highlight of the trip, swimming down the 
Otter Rapids. 
 
The month of July was bittersweet for the interns as they had an unforgettable experience during the 
northern trip but were also faced with the conclusion of the internship program. It was the end of seven 
fantastic months that was full of learning, new experiences, hard work, and laughs for four lucky 
individuals. The interns will always treasure moments like the dome unveiling, placement at Elections 
Saskatchewan and travelling to new places that the program has never been. All of the interns will be 
continuing their education and look forward to being advocates and Alumni for a program that has given 
them a life changing experience. 

 

A Message from the Patron 
 
.ȅ IƻƴΦ 5ŀƴ 5Ω!ǳǘǊŜƳƻƴǘΣ CƻǊƳŜǊ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴ 

 

While Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, it was my pleasure and privilege to 
be the Patron of the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program (SLIP). I 
continue to support and encourage both university students and graduates, 
along with MLAs, to participate in SLIP. 
 
The Program provides Interns an opportunity to acquire a thorough knowledge 
and understanding of the operations of the Legislature and the political 
operation of caucus on both sides of the House. Interns gain an in-depth 
understanding of our legislative process and Parliamentary Democracy as well 
as the role and responsibility of an MLA. An MLA's role however encompasses 
more than just House legislative practices. MLAs also carry out their 

Constituency duties to constituents, this has become a very important and large part of their elected 
duties. MLAs also serve as representative of the province at many National and International 
Conferences and professional development symposiums.  
 
From personal experience, I know MLAs benefit from having interns who fill the role as highly qualified 
and enthusiastic assistants. Interns have the opportunity to assist with research and special projects, to 
bring a fresh perspective while sharing and discussing ideas. The more closely an Intern and MLA work 
together the more rewarding the experience is for both. 
 
I would like to thank Bob Cram for providing his leadership as the Academic Director. Thank you to Joe 
Garcia and Tom McIntosh for ably serving the Interns as representatives of the Universities of 
Saskatchewan and Regina. A big thank you to Ms. Monique Lovatt for the administration of the Program 
at the Legislative Assembly, and for the guidance she provides to the Interns on a daily basis. 
 

I would like to thank the Selection Committee which includes Milt Wakefield, Graham Addley as well as 
the University representatives. They review many applications and select four great Interns every year 
with no compensation except a big THANK YOU! 
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Trust and confidentiality continue to be the cornerstone of this program, this responsibility falls to the 
Interns, they are the individuals that must maintain this high standard to insure the continuation and 
success to the program. I look forward to meeting and working with this year's Interns. 

 

Message from the Academic Director 
 
By Bob Cram, Academic Director, Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program 
 

I was appointed the new Academic Director of SLIP on August 1, 2015 and have 
recently completed my first year in the role. It was an interesting, educational 
and enjoyable experience for me. I had a lot to learn, but I was ably advised 
and guided my Monique Lovatt, the Legislative Coordinator, Tom McIntosh, 
Head, Department of Politics and International Studies, University of Regina, 
Joe Garcea, SLIP Liaison, Department of Political Studies, University of 
Saskatchewan, and Ken Pontikes, the former Academic Director of SLIP. As SLIP 
alumni will know only too well, these four individuals have been involved with 
SLIP for many years and have contributed greatly to making it the success it is, 
so I was in good hands. 
 
As someone who was unfamiliar with SLIP prior to my appointment, I was very 

pleasantly surprised to discover what an incredible program it is for the interns who are lucky enough to 
be selected. Each intern has received a $14,000 scholarship for the seven-month internship, and the 
program also provides sufficient travel funding that interns have been able to spend at least three 
weeks, sometimes more, on travel study field trips within Saskatchewan and Canada, especially to 
Ottawa, and to Europe or the United States. These trips are packed with meetings and learning 
experiences that provide the interns a chance to learn first-hand about how different governance 
systems work. 
 
However, the core component of the internship has been two 13-week internship periods with a 
government and an opposition MLA. This hands-on experience of learning about the work of an MLA is 
one of the distinguishing characteristics of SLIP, as is its strong emphasis on non-partisanship. Other 
components of SLIP include orientation, which is a two-week long overview of the operations of the 
Assembly and its role in democratic processes that includes many meetings with key players in the 
provincial legislative system. The internship also has an academic component that includes research and 
written assignments on different aspects of legislative work and public policy. The internship also earns 
interns credit towards undergraduate degrees at both universities, and the academic work is a 
significant part of that. A fourth component is intern development, in which interns have opportunities 
to attend seminars, workshops, and consultations with individuals and groups that have an interest in 
provincial politics and legislative processes. The periods of study travel are another part of this intern 
development component. The fifth component is community service, which gives interns an opportunity 
to learn about Saskatchewan’s voluntary sector and civil society through volunteer time with an agency 
of their choosing. Finally, the administrative component gives the interns direct participation in the 
delivery and planning of the program. In this way, the internship incorporates both self-directed and 
experiential learning and challenges the interns to hone their skills in administration, time management, 
planning, communication, negotiation, leadership, marketing and teamwork. 
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However, this past year has been one of change for SLIP, something that made my first year in this role 
more challenging, but also more exciting and interesting. First of all, this was the first time that the 
internships had taken place during an election. It was clear that the interns could not work with MLAs 
during an election period, so we had to develop a new plan. We reduced the internships with MLAs to 
just six weeks, and we were able to arrange placements for the interns to work with Elections 
Saskatchewan during the election period. The 2016 interns still had a bit more time available, so they 
used some of that with extended travel time in Europe, and one of their academic assignments was 
made more challenging, requiring more time for research and writing. Since we can expect an election 
to occur during future internships once every four years, we will use what we learned from this year to 
plan for future election years. 
 
The other significant change was the implementation of an earlier SLIP Advisory Committee decision to 
change the internship from a January-July to an October-May schedule, beginning October 2016. This 
decision created more work for everyone in 2016, since recruitment and selection of interns had to be 
accelerated, and work that is usually spread out over several months became much more compressed. 
The October to May schedule conforms more closely to the Legislative session, and so should give the 
interns better exposure to the work of the Legislative Assembly. 
 
With the completion of the 2016 internship, the SLIP alumni have grown to 62, and we also have 62 
MLAs who have worked with SLIP interns one or more times. 
 
You will find in this alumni report the interns own descriptions of how their internship unfolded, and 
how it was changed due to the election. You will notice that the interns broke some new ground by 
traveling to Brussels and Geneva so they could look more into international governance approaches 
such as the EU, NATO and the UN.  
 
I realize that the SLIP alumni feel strongly about this program and maintain a very active interest in it. I 
will do my utmost to ensure it remains the excellent program it has been, and I will strive to improve it. I 
wish all the SLIP alumni all the best and encourage you to please keep in touch. 

 

Message from the Chief Electoral Officer 
 
Dr. Michael Boda, Chief Electoral Officer, Province of Saskatchewan 
 
Elections Saskatchewan was proud to have the Saskatchewan Legislative Interns join our team in the 
lead up to our province’s 28th General Election. This was the first time that Elections Saskatchewan has 
had formal interaction with the interns and I believe the experience was a positive one for all involved. 
 
Saskatchewan’s election management body is different from nearly every other organization in the 
public service arena – it grows from a core staff of under 20 during the period between elections to the 
province’s largest employer for one day. On April 4, 2016, Elections Saskatchewan employed more than 
10,000 individuals in implementing Saskatchewan’s general election. It simply would not be possible to 
administer such a large event without the assistance of many talented people. 
The issuance of the writs of election on March 8, and the dissolution of the Legislative Assembly offered 
a unique opportunity for this year’s group of interns to gain experience in election management. Well 
before the election was called, all four interns were able to join more than 100 members of our Field 
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Leadership Team for several days of training and orientation to the upcoming election. When Marie, 
Marnie, Bram and Maeve formally joined our team, they served valuable roles in our internal support 
structure and also in returning offices throughout Regina. On election day, each worked in a polling 
location and helped to administer voting services to the citizens of this province. 
 
As Chief electoral Officer, I welcomed the opportunity to immerse the Saskatchewan legislative Interns 
in the world of election administration. An election is only one component of a healthy democracy but it 
is an important one, and I hope that the experience has ignited a passion for the election world in these 
four students, all of whom have bright futures as leaders of our province and beyond. I sincerely hope 
that Elections Saskatchewan and the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program can continue to work 
together in future years. 

 

нлмс LƴǘŜǊƴǎΩ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
 

Marie Digney, 2016 Saskatchewan Legislative Intern 
 

The Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program has been an incredible and 
incomparable experience that has surpassed all expectations. They say time 
flies when you’re having fun, and the old adage has certainly proven itself 
true now that I find myself at the end of these seven months which have gone 
by all too fast. It’s a surreal feeling, looking back on this experience and all of 
the opportunities that the internship has provided. 
 
I came to the internship having spent four years working for the Legislative 
Assembly of Saskatchewan during my time as a university student. This 
opportunity with the public service allowed me to work in a non-partisan role, 
giving me a strong understanding of our Parliamentary system and a front row 

seat to politics in Saskatchewan. I was inspired to realign my career and delve further into the field of 
policy-making and politics, which led me towards SLIP. While I was well-prepared for the internship, I 
have gained more insight and experience than I could have imagined. The internship has allowed me to 
expand my theoretical knowledge of government and democracy while also gaining priceless practical 
experience in a unique context which may not otherwise have been attainable in an academic setting. 
 
The internship has also allowed me to penetrate the glass walls that exist between my former position 
with the Legislative Assembly Service and the happenings of the partisan realm of government and 
opposition offices. I have constantly felt part of the thrilling action of this place, whether I was caught up 
in day-to-day business, the important work with my MLA mentors, our time at Elections Saskatchewan 
or attending special occasions such as Budget Day, the Speech from the Throne, receptions with the 
Lieutenant Governor and many other exciting events. We have met with countless individuals and 
organizations, each as fascinating as the next, from the Governor General to Ambassadors, former and 
current Premiers and Lieutenant Governors, Federal and Provincial Ministers. We have been engaged by 
Members of Parliament, Deputy Ministers, Mayors, UN and EU Officials, members of the Foreign 
Service, the Public Service and too many others to name. We were immersed in life on The Hill while in 
Ottawa and we travelled to three international cities, seeing the foundation of our Parliamentary system 
at Westminster in London, the heart of international relations at the United Nations in Geneva, and the 
centre of the European Union in Brussels. I do not have words to express how much I have learned, or 
how grateful I am for these profound experiences. 
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I would like to extend a very sincere thank you to the many people who have made all of this possible. 
First and foremost, I want to express a heartfelt thank you to Monique Lovatt, our “Leg Mom,” who is 
truly a saint. Monique’s patience and kindness is unmatched -she does so very much and has been there 
for the four of us in every capacity along the way. I owe thanks especially to my MLA mentors, Tina 
Beaudry-Mellor and Cathy Sproule, who are both formidable women. They both are highly respected, 
accomplished and passionate people who taught me so much and afforded me invaluable experiences. I 
also want to express my gratitude to the Legislative Assembly and both the current Speaker and his 
predecessor for their continued support of the program. Another very important thank you goes to our 
program director, Dr. Bob Cram, as well as Dr. Tom McIntosh and Dr. Joe Garcea and the many other 
folks at both universities whose patience and advice have facilitated so many opportunities. I am 
extremely grateful towards the University of Saskatchewan and the University of Regina, as well as the 
program’s sponsors, for continuing to make this internship a possibility. 
 
Finally, to my fellow interns:  this internship would not have been the same without you. Thank you for 
your work and dedication, the laughs and the memories. I have learned so much from Marnie, Bram and 
Maeve. I am so proud of each of my fellow interns and what we were able to accomplish together. Our 
professional and personal relationships have made the experience all the more enjoyable, or at the very 
least entertaining. My colleagues all have such potential and bright futures ahead of them; I can’t wait 
to see what they do next! 
 
We live in a world that demonstrates much apathy and, at times, even hostility towards those who work 
in politics and government. One of the most poignant insights I have learned during this internship is 
that the vast majority of these people truly and sincerely want to do their part to make a positive 
difference in their part of the world. The synergy of these efforts is what forms the foundation of our 
democratic society and what shapes our history. I entered the internship hoping to solidify my direction 
on a path towards someday effecting meaningful change in my part of the world. Truth be told, my 
direction is anything but solid as the internship has shown me that the possibilities are absolutely 
endless, however, it has also given me a clearer idea of what target I am aiming towards and how to get 
there. The internship has afforded me immeasurable professional and personal growth; while it is a 
bittersweet moment to be leaving this beautiful Legislative Building full of wonderful people, I feel so 
privileged to have been a part of this program and am eager to step forward into the next chapter of my 
life and someday pay it forward. 
 

Marnie Howlett, 2016 Saskatchewan Legislative Intern 
 

As I sat down to reflect on my experiences over the last seven months, I 
realized that I could fill much more than my one-page limit. While trying to 
encompass seven months worth of memories into a single page is difficult, 
trying to determine which of these memories and lessons are most important 
and deserve to be included in this reflection is the real challenge. 
Nevertheless, through the next few paragraphs, I hope to portray how truly 
life-changing my adventure as a SLIP intern has been. 
 
Seven months ago, I entered the Legislative Building for the second time in 
my life (the first was for the SLIP interview). With an undergraduate degree in 
International Studies and an interest in conflict resolution, peace-building, 
and international co-operation, I had basic knowledge about the workings of 
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the provincial government. Little did I know, my basic knowledge was just a mere fraction of what 
actually goes on behind the main doors of Saskatchewan’s most impressive building. From the start of 
orientation until the end of January, I came to recognize how much I did not know and how much more I 
wanted to learn about Saskatchewan and politics at the provincial level. 
 
The time I spent with my MLAs was invaluable and taught me so much about what it truly means to 
serve the public. Both Paul Merriman and Nicole Rancourt were incredible representatives of their 
communities and the province, as well as wonderful people to shadow and work with. Through my 
mentorships with them, I came to better understand private members’ bills, party platform formation, 
how to analyze and draft bills, the preparation required for Estimates, and so much more. Also through 
their guidance, I learned about the diverse needs of the people and communities in our province, the 
importance of community outreach, and the exhausting reality of a MLA’s busy schedule. Above 
everything else, the time I spent working with Paul and Nicole truly helped me realize that despite 
occasional theatrics and disputes, both the government and opposition parties are working hard to 
make sure Saskatchewan is the best place that it can be. I cannot thank Paul and Nicole enough for their 
support and mentorship. 
 
The time that the four of us spent at Elections Saskatchewan was also fascinating and introduced me to 
many topics that I had previously been unfamiliar with, but quickly came to love. Although I originally 
was not overly excited about working in the Support Desk, it became one of the greatest learning 
experiences of the seven months. Being exposed to the operations behind elections not only made me 
better understand the challenges election agencies face in upholding democracy, but made me realize 
the work that goes into ensuring an election runs smoothly. This experience has also inspired me to 
continue elections work in the future in Canada and/or abroad. 
 
The comparative study tours will always be some of the fondest memories I have of my SLIP internship. 
While exploring Ottawa, Brussels, London, Geneva, and northern Saskatchewan were amazing 
experiences, my most favorite parts of these trips were the interesting meetings that we had. Through 
our encounters with politicians, clerks, staffers, and Canadians working in the Foreign Service, we 
engaged in political discussions about issues affecting Saskatchewan, Canada, and the world. The advice 
that we were given and the interesting career paths that we were exposed to have inspired me to 
pursue a career in the public service either at home in Saskatchewan, at the federal level, or abroad with 
the Foreign Service. I will always attribute my career aspirations to my experiences as a SLIP intern. 
 
Above everything else, my time as a SLIP intern has helped me to grow so much as an individual. While I 
started the program with an open-mind, I had no idea how far I would come and how much I would 
learn in such a short period of time. Working in the beautiful Legislative Building with such dedicated 
individuals for the last seven months has helped me to realize and better appreciate how great the 
province of Saskatchewan truly is. I wish everyone had the opportunity to experience all that I have 
during this internship. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to thank my fellow slippin’ SLIPpers for their friendship and teamwork over 
the last seven months. My experiences would not have been the same without you three! I would also 
like to thank Monique Lovatt for being a fantastic “mom” to us and always keeping us in line, as well as a 
special thanks to Bob Cram for his leadership and insight. Additionally, I would like to thank Joe Garcea 
and Tom McIntosh for their support, and all of the people who took the time to meet with us and/or 
provided guidance over the last seven months. I know that the experiences that I have had because of 
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SLIP and the lessons that I learned will continue to guide me throughout my career and the rest of my 
life. For that, I am incredibly and humbly grateful for having had this opportunity. 

 
Bram Lerat, 2016 Saskatchewan Legislative Intern 
 

I have spent quite a bit of time trying to find the right words to correctly 
portray my experience as a Saskatchewan Legislative Intern. Simply put, the 
internship has been the most influential and greatest learning experience of 
my life. Within the last seven, very dynamic months, the internship has 
taught me everything from party platform design, to the importance of 
checking for bed bugs in European hostels. While I would love to go over 
every experience and detail of the internship within this reflection, I am 
forced to give you the condensed version of what was truly a life changing 
period of time. 
 
My reflection begins prior to the official start date of the internship and 

perhaps with the most memorable feelings. As I walked up the steps to the Legislative Building for first 
time during the interview process, I realized that my normally calm demeanour was nowhere to be 
found and that the building which housed my Legislative Assembly was causing one of the most 
intimidating feelings I have ever felt. At the same time, those were the feelings that drove me to want 
the internship more than anything and to further understand the building and all that was inside. I 
carried these goals and feelings with me for the whole internship and upon reflection, it was a privilege 
to call the Legislative Building my workplace for seven months and to meet and learn from all of the 
intelligent people inside. 
 
As someone who aspires to be a politician one day, my time with my MLAs was very important to me. I 
was able to learn from two very intelligent MLAs that taught me vastly different things. My time with 
Mr. Steinley showed me the dedication it takes to be an MLA and the complex process of running in an 
election. Through his mentorship, I was able to see some of my work come to life in the public sphere 
and I will be forever grateful knowing that he gave me that opportunity. My time that I spent with Mr. 
Belanger was something that I will always cherish. Through my mentorship with him, I was very keen to 
learn and shadow him as he showed me first-hand what it takes to be a successful aboriginal leader in 
our great province. Both of these MLAs I worked with were very different and taught me various 
lessons, however; their common characteristic was the passion they shared for the people of 
Saskatchewan. Whether it was community events or Question Period, both of my MLAs showed me the 
admirable commitment they have to the people of Saskatchewan and I hope to replicate that one day. 
 
During our placement at Elections Saskatchewan, I became fascinated in my new democratic role which 
has inspired me to explore opportunities to help in future elections. Operations Support was quite the 
dynamic position and provided me the opportunity to learn and become more familiar with 
Saskatchewan’s Elections Act. One of the most memorable moments of the internship was when I was 
given the role of Supervising Deputy Returning Officer on Election Day and was in charge of an entire 
polling location. 
 
Another new experience for me within the internship was the travel component. Our international study 
tour was the first time I had travelled to Europe which not only changed me as a person but furthered 
my understanding of the European Union, our Westminster roots and different organizations like the 
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United Nations and NATO. I may never realize how lucky we were for opportunities like learning from 
Canada’s Embassy in Brussels, exploring Canada House in London or having an afternoon meeting with 
Canada’s Permanent Mission in Geneva. I cannot express how grateful I am for these opportunities and 
know that they will always be some of my finest memories. 
 
Throughout the internship, I have constantly said that I wish the program was mandatory for all political 
science students or any relevant field of study. These last seven months have taught me more about 
politics than my entire undergraduate degree and I will always be in debt to the program for the 
experience and opportunities it has granted me. 
 
I would like to thank Maeve, Marie and Marnie for their friendship and drive to make this internship the 
best possible experience for everyone. Thank you as well to Monique Lovatt and Bob Cram for your 
guidance and support throughout the program. Lastly, thank you to Warren Steinley, Buckley Belanger, 
Jeff Kress and Kim Kippen for giving me invaluable political and personal advice throughout the 
internship. 

 
Maeve McLean, 2016 Saskatchewan Legislative Intern 
 

The Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program has been an incredible 
learning experience that has led to profound personal growth and 
professional development. As an Intern, I was exposed to remarkable 
opportunities that I, otherwise, would not have had access to as an 
undergraduate student. The endless amount of wide-ranging opportunities 
makes this internship program an exceptionally unique and valuable 
program. As interns, we got to attend conventions, conferences, meetings 
and public events that allowed us to learn about all levels of government, 
municipal, provincial, federal and international. We learned about the 
different legislative mandates of each level of government and where 
different levels of government intersect with each other to manage 

overlapping portfolios and address public policy concerns. Additionally, we learned how independent 
officers, lobbyist groups, non-profit organizations and private sector stakeholders work to influence 
decision-making in Saskatchewan. What’s more, I was able to gain practical government experience in 
the midst of the political debates and decisions that are shaping the history of our province. 
 
As a psychology graduate, I began the internship with limited knowledge of Saskatchewan’s system of 
government, but I was driven to understand how change is enacted at a governmental level. The 
orientation component of the program was especially helpful in providing a foundational understanding 
of provincial government structures and procedures. During the orientation, I learned about the role of 
independent officers, legislative services, legislative committees and chamber proceedings. I was 
particularly impressed by the high-quality, non-partisan work of independent officers and the authority 
that these offices have in influencing public policy. Through in-province meetings and regularly 
attending question period, I learned how public issues are brought to government attention, how issues 
are debated in the chamber and which government actors have the largest influence in instilling 
legislative changes. Overall, these experiences have allowed me to examine public policy concerns from 
the various standpoints of many different stakeholders in Saskatchewan. 
 



 
                        Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program – 2016 Alumni Report 

 

14 

 

For myself, the most rewarding part of the internship was working on community-based research 
projects for both of my MLAs. These research projects involved getting out into the constituencies and 
learning about the issues and concerns of different demographic groups in the community. I had the 
opportunity to meet with and interview various community leaders, non-profit organizations and public 
servants and learned about the various public policy concerns of underprivileged populations. During 
these meetings, stakeholders recounted their personal experiences and concerns with various public 
policies. It was particularly fulfilling to develop reports and briefing notes about the issues that were 
identified at a community level. I found this unique opportunity to work on both sides of the house 
particularly valuable for understanding the democratic and policy-making process. It was through these 
experiences that I learned about the different roles and priorities of government and opposition parties 
and how their own constituents hold their local representatives to account. 
 
One of the most valuable aspects of the program for myself was being exposed to a number of career 
paths that I had not previously considered or had even been aware of. I have gotten to meet with and 
learn about the professions of municipal counselors, legislative service staff, caucus employees, 
members of the Canadian Senate, members of the Canadian Foreign Service, Canadian Ambassadors, 
and Canadians working within the European Union and United Nations. Hearing people’s personal 
reflections on the challenges and rewards of working in different fields of government was especially 
helpful in determining my future career pursuits. Furthermore, through the Johnson Shoyama Graduate 
School of Public Policy, we attended a number of private workshops and round table discussions with 
professionals from different public policy fields. One of the highlights of our international study tour to 
Brussels, London and Geneva was meeting with the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations 
and the High Commission for Refugees. It was during these meetings that we got to learn more about 
Canada’s strong international reputation and international leadership on a number of global issues such 
as the Syrian Refugee crisis. Many members of the Foreign Service recommended a number of 
internship programs, work programs and volunteer opportunities that are available to Canadian 
students within the United Nations and European Union. Being informed of such opportunities gave me 
a better idea of how to enter into the fields of international development and humanitarian aid, and I 
plan to apply for these programs upon completing my graduate education. Furthermore, our 
international study tour allowed me to view our provincial government system existing within the larger 
international community. 
 
This internship has surpassed all of my expectations and has given me more practical experience and 
knowledge that extends beyond any educational qualification. It has allowed me to consider social 
issues and policy decisions from a broader, more-informed perspective and has made me a more well-
rounded student as I enter my future studies in International Development. This astounding program 
would not be possible without the efforts of some very special people. I would like to thank the Speaker 
of the House for chairing the program, the program sponsors for funding our comparative studies tours, 
the MLAs for their mentorship, and the legislative assembly for prioritizing and investing in the 
undergraduate students of Saskatchewan. To my fellow interns, who have, at times, assumed the role of 
friend, educator, and mentor, thank you for making this internship such a positive and enjoyable 
learning experience. I want to thank Monique Lovatt, Bob Cram, Dr. Tom McIntosh, and Dr. Joe Garcea 
for their support and guidance over the course of the internship and for being strong promoters of the 
program. The degree of support and encouragement that we received from leaders all over 
Saskatchewan attests to the recognition and integrity of the program. I consider myself extremely 
fortunate to have had this opportunity, and I hope that this internship program is available to upcoming 
undergraduate students and future leaders of Saskatchewan. 
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The MLA Experience 
 

Each year, the core component of the internship contains pairing a Saskatchewan Legislative Intern with 
a Member of the Legislative Assembly. This year, our MLA pairings were very different that featured one 
pairing out of session and during a pre-election period and the other, in the traditional session setting 
after the election. This meant that both pairings were very unique and that we were able to experience 
a wide-range of lessons from our mentors. 
 

The time we spend with our MLA’s is the most important part of the internship that is often filled with 
invaluable professional lessons, community engagement and a view into the private lives of our 
mentors. For this experience, we are truly grateful and hope to accurately reflect our time with them. 
 

Marie DigƴŜȅΩǎ a[! 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
 

Cathy Sproule (MLA, Saskatoon Nutana) 
 

Due to the wind-down of Legislative activities in advance of the election, much of 
Marie’s six-week term with Ms. Sproule was spent apart from her mentor. Despite 
this, Ms. Sproule came up with several challenging and interesting research 
projects for Marie to work on during this time. Marie also had the opportunity to 
visit Saskatoon Nutana in February, when mentor and intern thoroughly explored 
the constituency. Ms. Sproule is very active in her community, which was 
evidenced by her second-to-none knowledge of the people and places in her 
constituency. 
 

“Cathy Sproule is an extremely capable, accomplished and hard-working MLA who takes her work 
seriously; she is a respected member on both sides of the house. I admired the humility and dedication 
with which she approaches her work!” 

 
Tina Beaudry-Mellor (MLA, Regina-University) 
 

With the second term starting soon after the beginning of session, Marie’s time 
with Ms. Beaudry-Mellor was an exciting whirlwind of learning. A newly elected 
MLA, Ms. Beaudry-Mellor gave Marie the opportunity to participate in some of the 
foundation-laying at the Regina University Constituency Office with the highly 
accomplished Constituency staff. Marie also did casework on several files, and was 
most excited when one of the cases she worked on was brought before the 
Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice Committee. Ms. Beaudry-Mellor is heavily 
involved in her constituency and Marie had many opportunities to attend events 

along with her, the highlights including Regina’s Pride Parade and the “Let’s Do Lunch” event put on to 
raise money for women’s self-esteem workshops. Ms. Beaudry-Mellor’s background in policy makes her 
a new MLA with great potential, and she afforded Marie many opportunities to take part in exciting 
policy research. 
 
“Tina Beaudry-Mellor is an inspiring and accomplished woman who approaches everything she does 
with great energy and enthusiasm. Tina has an incredibly positive professionalism and is very modest- 
always quick to point out the value of teamwork. I truly admire her sincere passion for and commitment 
to her work.” 
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aŀǊƴƛŜ IƻǿƭŜǘǘΩǎ a[! 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
 

Paul Merriman, MLA Saskatoon Silverspring-Sutherland 
 

Marnie had a great learning experience with Paul Merriman and was fortunate to 
visit his constituency of Saskatoon Sutherland several times. During these visits, 
she had the opportunity to learn more about and explore his riding by touring the 
University of Saskatchewan, Innovation Place, and the Synchrotron; attending 
several events; and visiting with many community leaders and organizations. As 
Marnie’s time with Paul was not during a session, but during the lead-up to an 
election, she learned a great deal about constituency work, private members’ bills, 
and party platform formation. Interning with Paul also helped Marnie to better 

understand what the life of an MLA is really like and how busy it can be. 
 

“Working with Paul Merriman was a real privilege. He takes his role as an MLA seriously and has an 
undeniable passion for improving both the lives of his constituents and the province of Saskatchewan. 
Paul was approachable and easy-going with his constituents, colleagues, and me:  his eager intern! I 
really value the time that I spent working with and getting to know him.” 

 
Nicole Rancourt, Prince Albert Northcote 
 

Marnie enjoyed working with Nicole Rancourt and learning about her constituency 
of Prince Albert Northcote. As a new MLA, Nicole kept Marnie very busy during 
session with research assignments, estimates preparation, meetings with 
constituents and community members, and bill analyses. Marnie also spent several 
late (but exciting) evenings at the Legislative Building helping Nicole with estimates 
and doing committee work. Marnie was also very fortunate to visit Prince Albert to 
tour Northcote, meet with community leaders and organizations, and help with 
Nicole’s constituency office opening party. In addition to being a great learning 

experience for both Marnie and Nicole, the mentorship helped Marnie better understand the different 
issues affecting people of Saskatchewan, especially in centers outside of Saskatoon and Regina. 
 

“Nicole Rancourt was a great mentor. While she was still learning the ropes herself, she always took 
time to explain things to me, include me in discussions, and listen to my ideas. I am so lucky to have had 
the opportunity to learn from someone whose passion for politics and dedication to their community is 
as evident as Nicole’s!” 

 

.ǊŀƳ [ŜǊŀǘΩǎ a[! 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
 

Warren Steinley, MLA Regina Walsh Acres 
 

For the first placement of the internship, Bram was fortunate enough to work with 
Warren Steinley during the busy pre-election period. Bram appreciated this busy 
and dynamic political period as a knock on the door could mean a quick meeting in 
Mr. Steinley’s office or an immediate invitation to the State of the City Address. 
While working with Mr. Steinley, Bram appreciated being challenged with financial 
research and political conversations, experiencing the constituency during the lead 
up to the election, and the opportunity to help build houses with Habitat for 
Humanity. 
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“Mr. Steinley and I are both hockey players and Political Science graduates from the University of 
Regina, so naturally we were thrilled with the match. Interests aside, I truly admired the amount of 
community work that Mr. Steinley was engaged with and furthermore, his devotion to his family. Some 
of the most memorable moments as his intern were the simple political lessons and discussions that 
were shared on any given day.” 

 
Buckley Belanger, MLA Athabasca 
 

After the election, the second round of MLA interviews took place and Bram was 
eventually paired with Mr. Belanger for his second placement. As an aspiring 
aboriginal politician, Bram was very excited to learn from Mr. Belanger and his 
extensive devotion to the Athabasca constituency and aboriginal people 
throughout the province. Bram always enjoyed the jokes and humorous 
atmosphere that Mr. Belanger carried himself with and will always remember his 
advice on being yourself with constituents. 
 

“I was very fortunate to work with Mr. Belanger and admired the amount of service and knowledge that 
he has provided for his constituency and Saskatchewan people during the last two decades. It was quite 
a privilege to help develop many of his ideas and be included on meetings and conferences that 
attempted to address the needs of northern Saskatchewan. I will always be grateful for this unique 
experience.” 
 

aŀŜǾŜ aŎ[ŜŀƴΩǎ a[! 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
 

David Forbes, MLA Saskatoon Centre 
 

While working with David Forbes, Maeve analyzed public spending records, 
compiled briefing notes and attended various community events. During several 
constituency visits, David and Maeve met with a number of community 
organizations in Saskatoon Westview to discuss the specific concerns of inner city 
communities in Saskatoon. These meetings were particularly fruitful in 
understanding the complex needs and challenges associated with underprivileged 
neighborhoods. 
 

“David Forbes maintains a strong personal connection to the constituents and communities in Saskatoon 
Westview and has a strong passion for addressing the specific issues that affect inner city residents of 
Saskatoon. David is well-known and respected within his constituency which created many 
opportunities for David and myself to meet with different community stakeholders. It was a pleasure to 
work with an MLA who works so closely with the communities that he serves.” 
 

David Buckingham, MLA Saskatoon Westview 
 

While working with the MLA for Saskatoon Westview, Maeve had the opportunity 
to undertake a large community-based research project, which involved 
interviewing a number of stakeholder groups. These community interviews 
provided a unique opportunity for Maeve to learn about the concerns and priorities 
of different demographic populations in Saskatchewan. Maeve was also fortunate 
to have the opportunity to assist with constituency office activities and learned 
how such offices operate to serve members of the constituency. 
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“As a new MLA, David Buckingham is open minded and passionate about addressing the issues of his 
newly acquired constituency. David consistently makes an effort to form relationships with the 
members of his constituency and is well liked among many of the cultural groups in Saskatoon 
Westview. David was available on a regular basis to meet and was appreciative of the projects I 
completed for him.” 

 

Steak Night Fundraiser 
 
As in previous years, the 2016 interns decided to hold the annual fundraiser at the Bushwakker Brewpub 
in Regina, Saskatchewan. The steak night fundraiser was held on Tuesday, May 31 as it aligned with not 
only the interns’ schedule, but a break in session for members of the Legislative Assembly. This year, the 
interns felt that it was particularly important to support the fire relief efforts in Northern Alberta. Last 
year, we saw the generous support of other Canadians during the tragic wild fires in La Ronge and we 
felt it was important to help other provinces and communities during times their time of need. 
Therefore, we decided to donate the proceeds from this year’s steak night to the Canadian Red Cross 
Society. 
 
This year’s fundraising event turned out to be a fantastic social and fundraising event for all of those 
who attended. Almost eighty guests attended the event, ate delicious food, listened to live music and 
partook in the door prize and 50/50 raffle draw. We sold 236 tickets for the 50/50 draw, and 
surprisingly, Monique won the drawn and generously donated her winnings to the fundraising event. In 
the end, we raised $472 from our 50/50 ticket sales and $676 from ticket sales and donated a total of 
$1140 to the Canadian Red Cross. It was inspiring to see MLAs, the LAS, University of Regina 
representatives, our program directors, friends, family and many more come together to raise funds for 
the Fort McMurray wildfires. 

 

Intern Spotlight:  Michel Carpentier 
 

Michel Carpentier (2006) moved back to Saskatoon after SLIP, where he 
worked for Professor Don Story of the Political Studies department at the 
University of Saskatchewan. 

In the fall of 2006, Michel moved back to Regina and undertook a series of 
short term contracts and completed his Masters Degree (Arts) in Political 
Studies from the University of Saskatchewan before being hired by the 
Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming Authority. Over his almost 8 years with the 
provincial Treasury Board Crown, Michel filled the role of Executive Assistant 

to the President and CEO, Director of Charitable Gaming and Senior Enterprise Business Consultant. 

In November 2016, Michel caught the ``political bug`` and moved to Ottawa to work as the Executive 
Assistant to Arif Virani, the Member of Parliament for Parkdale-High Park (Toronto) and Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship. 
Michel is now well into a public service career and he credits SLIP for helping him gain an initial foothold 
onto his chosen career path. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/start/view-full-profile?_ed=0_-DF_AryBmGhSFQ09cdo8mCoPDl8Z9hY8Px3osOQ00x9uqi4BA5gAN858j3an3gWC&trk=pprof-0-ts-view_full-0
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Former Interns:  Life and Career Milestones 
 
Damien Bolingbroke (2015) has completed his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the University of 
Regina and is currently working with the Academic Recovery Program at the University of Regina. 
 
Michel Carpentier (2006) is now the Executive Assistant to the Member of Parliament for Parkdale-High 
Park. 
 
Cody Gieni (2012) is currently in his second year of law school at the University of Saskatchewan. 
 
Dustin Hlady (2014) is finishing up his Bachelor of Education at the University of Regina, is on the 
executive board for Saskatchewan Festival of Words and writes for www.citadel.fm. 
 
Derrick Lepine (2015) has completed the course requirements for a Masters of Public Administration 
degree from Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy. He is currently working with the 
Ministry of Highways & Infrastructure and will be taking part in a JSGS Executive Internship with the 
Deputy Minister starting in the fall of 2016. 
 
Krystal Lewis (2015) has finished her International Development Studies at the University of Regina and 
is serving as a media intern for an international NGO in The Gambia starting in the fall of 2016. 
 
Jenna Orban (2013) is a Corporate Support Coordinator in the Deputy Minister’s Office, Ministry of 
Labour Relations and Workplace Safety. 
 
Justin Redekop (2008) is currently a Financial Advisor at Raymond James Ltd. in Saskatoon. 
 
Shalyn Rousseau (2015) is working at the Ministry of Social Services in Income Assistance as a Client 
Service Representative for the Saskatchewan Income Supplements. 
 
Reagan Reese Seidler (2012) is the Director of Strategy & Engagement at SaskBuilds Corporation, a 
provincial Crown specializing in infrastructure and procurement. 
 
Paula Steckler (2013) is the Director of Research for the Government Caucus Office. 
 
Taylor-Anne Yee (2014) lives in her favourite prairie home of Saskatoon, where she is currently working 
as a student manager at CLASSIC, the poverty law clinic. 

 

Introducing the 2017 Saskatchewan Legislative Interns 
 
The 2017 Saskatchewan Legislative Interns have been selected and will start their eight month program 
in October, 2016. 
 
Rachelle Bistritzan – University of Regina 
Alicia Miller – University of Regina 
David Sparling – University of Saskatchewan  
Anna Tsui – University of Saskatchewan 

http://www.citadel.fm/
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Financing the Internship Program  
 
By Bob Cram, Academic Director, Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program 
 
Contributions from the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan, the Universities of Regina and 
Saskatchewan, private sector donations, donations from former interns, and fund-raising efforts by the 
interns (notably the annual steak night) provide the finances for the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship 
Program. One change in 2016 is that the interns decided to donate the money from their fundraising 
night to the Canadian Red Cross to help those who had lost so much in the Fort McMurray fires. The 
Legislative Assembly’s contribution consists of two components—approximately two-thirds involves a 
scholarship paid to each intern, and the remainder is for administrative costs (including the academic 
director’s compensation and travel), promotion, recruitment and interns’ constituency visits. In addition 
to the financial support, the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan and the two universities provide 
significant in-kind support through the time of staff and faculty who support the program. 
 

 
 

 
 

Saskatchewan Legislative Intership 
Program Expenses 2015-16 

Interns' Scholarships 54%

Interns' Travel 21%

Administration 22%

Fort McMurray Donation 1%

Interns' Selection 2%

Saskatchewan Legislative Internship 
Program 2015-16 Revenues 

Corporate Sponsors 8%

Interns' Fundraising 1%

Legislative Assembly 81%

Universities 10%
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Private sector contributors to the Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program include donors who 
provide cash support, which are included in the pie chart above, and in-kind support, which is not 
included. 
The following are partners, sponsors and donors who supported the 2016 Saskatchewan Internship 
Program through cash and in-kind contributions. 
 
Financial Partners 
Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan 
University of Regina, Faculty of Arts 
University of Saskatchewan, College of Arts and Science 
 
Corporate Sponsors 
The Co-operators Group 
Saskatchewan Transit Corporation 
 
Program Sponsors 
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce 
Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities 
Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association 

 
Brief Description of SLIP 

 
The Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program (SLIP) provides four university students with a unique 
educational experience each year. 
 
The seven-month program will give participants the opportunity to use their theoretical knowledge of 
government and parliament in a practical setting. They will get first-hand experience with the day-to-day 
work of elected representatives from both the government and opposition sides of the Legislative 
Assembly of Saskatchewan. 
 
The Internship focuses on the role of the private member  It provides interns with a perspective of our 
legislators as representatives of their constituents and as law-makers within our parliamentary system 
of government  It also creates a new and desirable service for legislators by providing them with highly 
qualified and enthusiastic assistants. 
 
Furthermore, as citizens who better understand the principles of our parliamentary system, participants 
in the program will provide a long-term benefit to the province and country. 

 
Visit our Website at http://internship.legassembly.sk.ca/ 

 

 

http://internship.legassembly.sk.ca/

